Glass ionomers in contemporary restorative dentistry--a clinical update.
Glass ionomers are applicable to many restorative situations, both as stand-alone restoratives and in conjunction with composite resins. This article reviews the clinically relevant properties of glass ionomers, the differences between them and composite resins, and their clinical applications. An understanding of these concepts is into common restorative essential for the optimal incorporation of these material's attributes and utilization.